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  2008 marks a milestone in the commitment to varsity athletics at Emory University as 
the George W. Woodruff Physical Education Center, home to our 18 varsity athletic teams, 
turns 25.  From Oxford to Druid Hills, tennis has always had a significant presence on 
the Emory campus with over 500 varsity student-athletes taking to the courts through the 
years. The construction of the “Wood pec” in 1983 further contributed to our emergence 
as a national tennis power as evidenced by the seven ncaa team championship banners that 
currently hang above the tennis facility.    

  A new tennis seating grandstand adjoining the Wood pec will support these national 
championship teams by creating permanent spectator seating for 250.  Professional style 
champagne tables will push the capacity to nearly 300 and create a venue that will be 
unmatched in Division iii.  An additional feature will provide much needed storage space for 
Emory’s tennis teams.     

  The new tennis stadium will also help us attract the highest caliber student-athlete to the 
University.  Emory coaches recruit the best, and tennis is no exception. Since 2000, Emory 
student-athletes have been awarded the prestigious ncaa Post-graduate Scholarship more 
than any other institution in the country, and Emory teams are in the midst of 10 consecutive 
top 10 finishes in the United States Sports Academy Director’s Cup that measures overall 
athletic success.    

  Lastly, this showcase facility will allow Emory to be the center for regional and national 
tennis events. Atlanta boasts the largest city tennis league in the world - alta has over 80,000 
members. In addition to expanding our ability to host conference and ncaa championships, 
this facility will help us attract members of the regional, national and international tennis 
community to Emory’s campus.    

  We encourage you to carefully review the naming opportunities in this brochure and 
consider becoming a part of this important initiative. Your gift to the Woodruff Physical 
Education Center tennis grandstand will help us continue our proud tennis tradition.

Tim Downes

Clyde Partin Sr. 
 Director of Athletics and Recreation   

  Tennis was played on the Emory campus as early 
as 1921.

  Don Schroer was appointed Head Men’s Tennis 
Coach in 1967 and in 1970 led the men’s team to 
their best recorded finish to that time. Coach Schroer 
retired from coaching in 1999 with 503 wins.

  In 1974 after many years as a club and recreational 
sport, women’s tennis became a varsity sport.

  Linda Bussey Lipson led the Emory women through 
the 80’s, compiling 126 victories.

  The Emory Women’s Tennis Team has won the 
University Athletic Association championship every 
year since its inaugural season in 1988.

  In 1987, Steve Gittleson was named Emory’s first 
tennis All-American.

  The Emory Women’s Tennis Team won the NCAA 
team title, Emory’s first team title in any sport, in 
1996; and again in 2003, 2004, 2005 and 2006.

  In 2004, Mary Ellen Gordon graduated as the 
NCAA’s most decorated tennis player with eight team 
and individual championships. 

  The Emory Men’s Tennis Team won its first NCAA 
team title in 2003 and again in 2006.

  The Emory Men’s Tennis Team has won the 
University Athletic Association championship every 
year since 1990.

  Men’s coach John Browning and women’s coach 
Amy Bryant are two of five coaches to win NCAA 
team titles as a player and a coach.
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